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SECRETOSLO 1844 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: NATO, OVIP, NO, SP 

SUB J : SECDEF VISIT: NORWEGIAN VIEWS ON SPAIN IN NATO 

1 . SUMMARY: DURING HIS APRIL 13 CONVERSATION WITH SECDEF 
BROWN, FONMIN FRYDENLUND REPORTED ON HIS RECENT VISIT TO SPAIN. 
FRYDENLUND SAID LEADERS OF GOS INDICATED TO HIM THAT THE GOVT 
WAS READY TO TAKE UP THE QUESTION OF SPANISH MEMBERSHIP IN 
NATO, AND MIGHT BE READY TO MAKE A PROPOSAL TO THE CORTES 
AS SOON AS THE QUESTION OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION WAS DISPOSED 
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OF. WHICH COULD BE AS EARLY AS LATE 1978 OR EARLY 1979. 

SECDEF BROWN EXPRESSED HIS SURPRISE THAT SPAIN WOULD BE READY TO 
MOVE SO SOON, 

AND NOTED THAT WHILE THE US WOULD SUPPORT SUCH A DEVELOPMENT, 

WE WOULD WAIT UNTIL THE SPANIARDS TAKE THE INITIATIVE 
BEFORE SPEAKING OUT ON THE SUBJECT. END SUMMARY. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


2. IN HIS APRIL 13 CONVERSATION WITH SECDEF BROWN, FONMIN 
FRYDENLUND REPORTED THAT GOS LEADERS, INCLUDING PM SURAEZ 
AND FONMIN OREJA, HAD TOLD HIM THAT SPAIN COULD BE READY 
AS EARLY AS SIX MONTHS FROM NOW TO BEGIN CONSIDERING THE 
QUESTION OF SPANISH MEMBERSHIP IN NATO. GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
SAID THEY WERE CONFIDENT OF A SUFFICIENT DEGREE OF POPULAR 
SUPPORT FOR SPAIN IN NATO TO MAKE A FORMAL PROPOSAL TO 

THE CORTES SOON AFTER THE APPROVAL OF A NEW CONSTITUTION. 

THIS COULD BE AS SOON AS NOV 1978 OR JAN 1979, BUT FRYDENLUND 
COMMENTED TO SECDEF THAT HE THOUGHT THE PROCESS WOULD TAKE 
LONGER, AND HE PERSONALLY WONDERED IF THE SPANISH LEADERSHIP 
HAD TAKEN ADEQUATELY INTO ACCOUNT THE POSSIBLE INTERNAL 
OPPOSITION TO SPANISH MEMBERSHIP WHICH MIGHT BE GENERATED BY 
MOVING SO QUICKLY. 

3. IN SPEAKING OF THE PSOE VIEW, THE FONMIN REPORTED THAT 
PARTY OFFICIALS INDICATED THAT 1980-81, WHEN THE US-SPANISH 
DEFENSE AGREEMENT EXPIRED, WOULD BE THE MORE APPROPRIATE 
TIME TO RAISE THE QUESTION OF SPAIN IN NATO. 

4. FRYDENLUND, TURNING TO THE PROBLEM OF WESTERN EUROPEAN 
ATTITUDES, NOTED THAT THE STRONGEST OPPONENTS OF THE FORMER 
SPANIS DICTATORSHIP, NORWAY, DENMARK, BELGIUM AND THE NETHERLANDS 
WHO WERE ALSO THE MOST SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE 

ABOUT THE CHANCES FOR RAPID DEMOCRATICATION IN SPAIN-HAD 
UNDERGONE A SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN THEIR ATTITUDES. THE 
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FONMIN OFFERED THAT IN VIEW OF THE PROGRESS OF DEMOCRACY 
IN SPAIN HE DOUBTED THAT THERE WOULD BE MUCH OPPOSITION 
TO SPANISH MEMBERSHIP IN NATO IN THOSE COUNTRIES OR IN THE 
REST OF THE WESTERN EUROPE. FRYDENLUND SAID HE ASKED PM 
SUAREZ WHAT THE PROPER POSTURE OF WESTERN EUROPEAN GOVERN- 
MENTS SHOULD BE ON THE QUESTION, TO WHICH SUAREZ IS REPORTED 
TO HAVE REPLIED THAT WESTERN EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS SHOULD AVOID 
COMMENT UNTIL A SPANISH DECISION HAS BEEN REACHED, BUT THAT ONCE 
THE SPANIARDS HAD DECIDED TO JOIN NATO, WE SUPPORT FOR SPAIN 
WOULD BE IN ORDER. 

5. SECDEF BROWN RAISED THE QUESTION OF DIFFICULTIES THAT 
MIGHT BE PRESENTED IN TERMS OF THE "AUGMENTATION OF BLOCS" 

RAISED BY THE USSR AT BOTH HELSINKI AND BELGRADE, WHICH 

THE SECRETARY FELT HAD ORIGINALLY BEEN MORE DIRECTED AGAINST 
NATO ANYWAY THAN AGAINST THE WARSAW PACT. FRYDENLUND REPLIED 
THAT HE WAS NOT SURE THAT THE SPANIARDS HAD CONSIDERED THE 
QUESTION FROM THIS ANGLE, BUT HE HAD RAISED THE PROBLEM OF 
PRESSURES FROM THE SOVIET UNION IN MADRID, AND THE SPANIARDS 
ADMITTED THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME PRESSURE APPLIED ALREADY 
BY THE RUSSIANS. GOS FEELS ANY PRESSURE BY THE USSR WILL BE 
COUNTERPRODUCTIVE IN TERMS OF PREVENTING SPANISH ACCESSION TO 
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THE NATO TREATY. 

6. SECDEF BROWN SUMMED UP THE US POSITION BY NOTING THAT SPANISH 
PARTICIPATION IN NATO WOULD HELP STABILIZE THE SOUTHERN 
FLANK, BUT THAT WE SHOULD LET THE SPANIARDS DECIDE THE 
QUESTION THEMSELVES. 

7. COMMENT: FONMIN FRYDENLUND'S REPORT OF HIS DISCUSSIONS 
ON NATO WITH SPANISH OFFICIALS INDICATES AT LEAST A NEW 
RECEPTIVITY ON THE PART OF THE NORWEGIANS ON THE QUESTION, 

IF NOT PERHAPS A BIT OF HIGH OPTIMISM. HOWEVER, ACCURATE 
HIS ASSESSMENT OF THE SPANISH POSITION AT THIS TIME IS, THE 
FONMIN'S ENTHUSIASM FOR BRINGING SPAIN INTO NATO SIGNALS A 
CONTINUING FAVORABLE TREND IN NORWEGIAN ATTITUDES ON THE QUESTION. 
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